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SPENCER  W.  KIMBALL 


Spencer  Wooley  Kimball  was  born  in  Sail 
Lake  City  on  March  28th.  1895,  the  son  of 
Andrew  Kimball  and  Olive  Wooley.  Like 
Nephi  of  old,  he  may  thank  the  Lord  that 
he  came  of  goodly  parentage.  His  two  grand- 
fathers were  outstanding  coloizers  and  peers 
among  men.  Heber  C.  Kimball  was  an  apostle 
of  the  Lord,  friend  and  disciple  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph,  counsellor  to  President  Young,  and  a 
great  missionary  for  the  Church;  Edwin  D. 
Wooley  was  business  manager  for  President 
Young  and  a  great  bishop  of  a  Salt  Lake  ward 
for  a  period  of  40  years.  His  own  father, 
Andrew  Kimball,  was  likewise  a  remarkable 
man.  presiding  over  the  mission  in  the  Indian 
Territory  for  ten  years,  plus  serving  twenty- 
six  and  a  half  years  as  President  of  the  St. 
Joseph's  Stake  of  Zion,  the  stake  which  was 
named  after  the  Prophet  Joseph  upon  the 
suggestion  of  John  Taylor. 

As  a  child  he  was  a  most  happy  and  even- 
tempered  youngster;  however,  he  had  his  share 
of  difficulties.  At  one  time  he  was  stricken 
with  a  paralysis  of  the  face  which  threatened 
to  endanger  his  future;  but  after  administra- 
tion under  the  hands  of  the  Priesthood  he  was 
gradually  and  completely  restored  to  health. 
A  great  void  came  into  his  life  when  his 
mother  died  in  his  eleventh  year.  Death  came 
threatening  again  when  typhoid  fever  struck 
him  as  a  boy  of  thirteen,  and  for  weeks  his 
life  was  held  in  the  balance.  Again  the  power 
of  the  Almighty  restored  him  to  perfect  health. 

Elder  Kimball  did  very  well  in  his  school; 
he  graduated  from  Gila  Academy  in  1914  with 
the  highest  honours  and  as  president  of  his 
class.  After  this  he  spent  three  years  in  the 
mission  field  under  President  Samuel  O.  Ben- 
nion  in  the  Central  States.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  mission  he  was  the  president  of  the 
Missouri  conference  and  had  thirty  mission- 
aries under  his  leadership. 

Upon  his  return  from  his  mission  he  at- 
tended the  University  of  Arizona  and  subse- 
quently accepted  a  position  as  teller  and  book- 
keeper in  a  bank  in  his  home  country.  Later 
he  became  manager  and  assistant  cashier  in 
one  of  a  chain  of  banks. 

In  1917  Elder  Kfmball  married  Camilla 
Eyring.   who   has   been    a    great    help   and    in- 


spiration throughout  the  years.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Spencer  Levan,  a 
returned  missionary,  Kathryn,  Olive  Beth  and 
Andrew  Eyring,  all  of  whom  are  striving  to 
follow  their  parents'  example  of  righteous- 
ness. 

During  Elder  Kimball's  life  he  has  rendered 
much  fine  service  to  the  Church,  especially  to 
the  people  of  the  St.  Joseph  and  Mt.  Graham 
stakes.  In  his  early  youth  he  was  Sunday 
School  teacher,  chorister  of  the  stake  Sunday 
School  and  he  sang  in  the  ward  and  stake 
choirs.  He  was  chosen  as  stake  clerk  of  the 
St.  Joseph  Stake  in  1918,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  1924  when  he  was  selected  as 
second  counsellor  in  the  stake  Presidency, 
serving  there  for  fourteen  years.  In  1938  the 
new  Mt.  Graham  Stake  was  organised  from 
a  portion  of  the  St.  Joseph  Stake  with  Elder 
Kimball  as  its  president,  which  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  calling  to  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve. 

Jt  was  October  7th,  1943,  that  Elder  Kimball 
was  ordained  an  Apostle  of  the  Lord.  In 
his  own  words,  this  is  the  way  he  felt  about 
it:  "1  felt  as  though  the  sky  had  fallen  in, 
this  seemed  utterly  impossible."  He  was  over- 
whelmed with  a  flood  of  intense  humility.  He 
knew  then,  as  he  will  always  know,  that  only 
God  could  make  him  equal  to  the  duties  of 
this  divine  responsibility. 

During  the  war  Elder  Kimball  served  faith- 
fully as  Chairman  of  U.S.O.  and  United  War 
Fund  Campaign. 

He  was  also  chosen  as  Chairman  of  Indian 
Affairs  Committee  of  the  Church.  During  the 
last  week  in  August,  1951,  he  was  invited  to 
attend  the  League  of  Nations  Pan-American 
Indian  Conference  in  Independence,  Missouri, 
as  a  special  guest.  The  invitation  to  partici- 
pate in  the  International  and  National  Chiefs 
Grand  Council  Authority,  composed  of  the 
tribal  chieftains  from  every  Indian  tribe  in 
North  and  South  America,  was  extended  to 
Elder  Kimball  by  Howard  L.  LaHurreau,  a 
vice  president  of  the  Council  and  himself  a 
member  of  the  Pottawattomie  Tribe  from  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana. 

(Continued  on  page  73) 
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EXCERPTS  TAKEN  FROM 
APOSTLE  MOYLE'S  REPORT 
ON     EUROPEAN     MISSIONS.— 

"The  Saints  in  Europe  have  tre- 
mendous faith,  the  Elders  are 
doing  a  devoted  work,  and  the 
Church  is  growing  in  every  area." 

Elder  Moyle  said  they  attended 
about  90  meetings  in  56  different 
cities  within  a  70  day  period. 

'At  every  meeting  we  had  over- 
flow crowds'  Elder  Moyle  re- 
ported. 'The  Saints  have  tre- 
mendous faith  and  strong  devo- 
tion to  the  orinciples  of  the  Gos- 
pel. The  Elders  are  well  and 
happy  and  industrious  in  their 
labours.  They  are  doing  a  won- 
derful work.' 

T  found  that  Church  members 
all  over  Europe  are  looking  for- 
ward to  the  dedication  of  the 
Swiss  Temple,'  Elder  Moyle 
stated.  'Thousands  are  planning 
now  to  attend  the  dedication 
ceremonies.' 

'The  building  of  the  Temple  at 
Berne  will  influence  many 
Church  members  who  had 
planned  to  come  to  America  to 
stay  in  Europe,'  Elder  Moyle  ob- 
served 

'Many  people,  since  the  build- 
ing of  the  Temple  has  started, 
have  resolved  to  stay  in  Europe 
and  work  on  their  genealogy.' 
Elder  Moyle  said." 

CHURCH  LEADER  FLIES 
FOR  MISSION  VISIT.— Presi- 
dent McKay  spent  a  few  days  in 
Mexico  City,  visiting  the  mem- 
bers and  missionaries  of  the 
Mexican  Mission. 

With  the  Church  leader  are 
Mrs.  McKay  and  their  son, 
Robert  R.  McKay.  The  three 
missed  Mexico  City  on  their  re- 
cent mission  tour  to  South  Africa. 
South  and  Central  America, 
when  plane  trouble  made  it  ad- 


visable to  make  a  non-stop  flight 
from  Guatemala  City  to  Los 
Angeles. 

When  President  McKay  reached 
Salt  Lake  City  last  month  from 
his  32,000  mile  journey  he 
learned  of  the  extreme  disap- 
pointment of  the  Mexican  Saints 
and  missionaries  who  looked  for- 
ward to  his  scheduled  visit  to  the 
mission.  He  determined  to  heed 
their  urged  invitation  to  visit  the 
mission  and  made  hurried  plans 
for  the  trip  this  past  week 
(March  20). 

CHURCH      MEMBER      SINCE 

1902. — The  eldest  living  member 
of  the  Church  in  the  Japanese 
Mission  is  Nami  Suzuki  now  re- 
siding at  Yokohama  where  she 
and  her  husband  still  operate  a 
restaurant. 

It  was  50  years  ago  that  a 
young  Buddhist  girl  braved  cen- 
turies-old traditions  to  embrace  a 
strange  religion  in  a  land  whose 
inhabitants  still  define  'Mormon- 
ism'  as  a  religious  sect  that  prac- 
tices polygamy! 

Now  at  the  age  of  73,  she 
makes  sure  that  her  time  will 
allow  her  to  make  the  regular 
trip  to  the  rented  Church  meet- 
ing house  on  Sunday  evenings. 
She  still  enjoys  regular  Sacra- 
ment meetings.  It  was  at  one  of 
these  meetings  conducted  last 
month  at  the  Yokohama  Branch 
that  she  was  honoured  in  com- 
memoration of  her  half-century 
membership  in  the  Church.  At 
that  meeting  she  bore  fervent 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph's  mission,  of  the 
Restored  Gospel,  and  of  the  sav- 
ing mission  of  Jesus  Christ.  How 
different  was  her  testimony  from 
that  of  her  pagan  and  idolatrous 
people! 

("Continued  on  page  77) 
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Address   given   Gen.   Conference,   April,    1951, 

By  Elder  Spencer  VV.   Kimball 

of  the  Quorum  of  (he  Twelve  Apostles. 


My  brothers  and  sisters,  these  are  momen- 
tous days.  The  experiences  of  this  week  we 
will  not  soon  forget.  I  am  impressed,  too,  as 
Brother  Cowley  expressed,  with  the  importance 
of  the  body  to  which  I  belong.  This  is  the 
first  general  conference  I  have  ever  attended 
which  was  conducted  by  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

STATEMENT  OF  PAUL 

I  am  reminded  of  the  statement  by  Paul  to 
the  Ephesians  when  he  said: 

"And  he  gave  some,  apostles,  and  some, 
prophets:  and  some,  evangelists,  and  some 
pastors  and  teachers' 
And  then  he  outlines  carefully  for  what  pur- 
pose they  were  called: 

'For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of 
the  body  (the  Church)  of  Christ/ 
And  then  he  goes  further  and  makes  a  state- 
ment that  I  think  is  very  important  to  every 
Latter-day  Saint: 

'That  we  henceforth  be  no  more  children, 
tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  sleight  of 
men,  and  cunning  craftiness  whereby  they 
lie  iD  wait  to  deceive.'  (Ephesians  4:11-14). 

CHOSEN  LEADERS 

In  many  other  places  Paul  also  warned  us 
against  the  deceivers  who  would  come  even 
before  his  departing.  And  they  have  con- 
tinued to  come,  and  they  are  among  us  to- 
day. The  authorities  which  the  Lord  has 
placed  in  his  Church  constitute  for  the  people 
of  the  Church  a  harbour,  a  place  of  refuge,  a 
hitching  post,  as  it  were.  No  one  in  this 
Church  will  ever  go  far  astray  who  ties  him- 
self securely  to  the  Church  Authorities  whom 
the  Lord  has  placed  in  his  Church.  This 
Church  will  never  go  astray;  the  Quorum  of 
the  Twelve  will  never  lead  you  into  by-paths, 
it  never  has  and  never  will.  There  could  be 
individuals  who  would  falter;  there  will  never 
be  a  majority  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  on 
the  wrong  side  at  any  time.  The  Lord  has 
chosen  them;  he  has  given  them  specific  re- 
sponsibilities. And  those  people  who  stand 
close  to  them  will  be  safe.     And  conversely. 


whenever  one  begins  to  go  his  own  way  in 
opposition  to  authority,  he  is  in  grave  danger. 
1  would  not  say  that  those  leaders  whom  the 
Lord  chooses  are  necessarily  the  most  brilliant, 
nor  the  most  highly  trained,  but  they  are 
the  chosen,  and  when  chosen  of  the  Lord,  they 
are  his  recognised  authority,  and  the  people 
who  stay  close  to  them  have  safety. 

1  am  reminded  of  when  Moses  was  called  to 
his  tremendous  responsibility  of  leading  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  bondage,  and  he  com- 
plained to  the  Lord  and  said,  'I  am  weak,  I 
am  slow  of  speech'  and  the  Lord  gave  to  him 
a  voice  in  his  brother  Aaron.  But  the  Lord 
didn't  replace  him  by  that  voice. 

NEED  OF  BEING  VALIANT 

The  Lord  is  at  the  helm,  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  he  will  continue  to  be  there,  and  his  work 
will  go  forward.  The  important  question  is 
whether  we,  as  individuals,  will  be  going  in 
the  same  direction.  Its  up  to  us.  This  is  a 
gospel  of  individual  work.  I  wish  our  Latter- 
day  Saints  could  become  more  valiant.  As  I 
read  the  seventy-sixth  section  of  the  Doctrines 
and  Covenants,  the  great  vision  given  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  I  remember  that  the 
Lord  says  to  that  terrestrial  degree  of  glory 
may  go  those  who  are  not  valiant  in 
the  testimony,  which  means  that  many  of  us 
who  have  received  baptism  by  proper 
authority,  many  who  have  received  other 
ordinances,  even  temple  blessings,  will  not 
reach  the  celestial  kingdom  of  glory  unless 
we  live  the  commandments  and  are  valiant. 

What  is  being  valiant?  I  believe  that  John, 
in  the  Book  of  Revelation,  says  something 
about  valiancy.  He  is  speaking  to  the  people 
at  Sardis,  one  of  the  cities  which  Paul  had 
proselyted.  He  is  speaking  to  the  Saints,  mind 
you,  not  to  the  people  in  the  world.  He  says: 
'I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name  that 
thou  livest,  and  are  dead.'  (Revelation  3:1). 

SPIRITUALLY  DEAD 

There  are  many  people  in  this  Church  today 
who  think  they  live,  but  they  are  dead  to  the 
spiritual  things.  And  I  believe  even  many 
who  are  making  pretenses  of  being  active  are 
also  spiritually  dead.     Their  service  is  much 
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of  the  letter  and  less  of  the  spirit.     Again   I 
notice  he  speaks  to  another  group,  the  Laodi 
ceans,  and  says: 

'I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  are  neither 
cold  nor  hot:  I  would  thou  wert  cold  or 
hot. 

So   then   because  thou    art    lukewarm, 
and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spue  thee 

out  of  my  mouth.  (Rev.  3:15-16). 
Those  were  Saints  who  had  been  baptised 
into  the  Kingdom,  received  the  Holy  Ghost, 
we  would  assume,  and  were  supposed  to  be 
on  their  way  to  exaltation.  But  they  weren't 
valiant.  The  Lord  says  again  in  these  verses 
through  John: 

'Him  that  overcometh  will  I  make  a  pillar 
in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall  go 
no  more  out,  and  I  will  write  upon  him 
the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the 
city  of  my  God,  which  is  new  Jerusalem, 
which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from 
my  God,  and  1  will  write  upon  him  my 
new  name.  (Rev.  3:12). 
He  says  again  of  those  Sardis  members  of 
the  Church: 

Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis, 
which  have   not    defiled    their    garments; 
and  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white:  for 
they  are  worthy.      He    that    overcometh. 
the   same   shall   be   clothed   in   white   rai- 
ment, and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  out 
of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will  confess  his 
name  before  my   Father,  and   before  his 
angels.'  (Rev.  3:4-5). 
I  remember  a  great  people  of  long  ago  who 
belonged  to  the  Church  of  our  Lord,  who  be- 
came so  righteous  as  a  group  that  they  were 
translated  into  heaven.     And   I   wonder  why 
other  groups  have  not  been  taken.     The  only 
conclusion  that  I  can    reach    is    that    whole 
groups  have  not  been  sufficiently  righteous.  We 
buried  a  righteous  man  yesterday.     If  all  of 
the  people  in  this  Church  were  as  righteous  as 
he  was,  perhaps  there  might  be  further  transla- 
tions.    But  we  are  not    living    the   command- 
mends  of  the  Lord  as  well  we  know.    Many  of 
us  are  not  valiant. 

GREATER  CHURCH  ACTIVITY 

I  pray  the  Lord  will  bless  us  all,  that  we 
may  catch  a  vision  of  greater  activity  in  this 
Church,  all  of  us.  That  none  of  us  may  stand 
by  and  feel  self-righteous  as  did  the  hypocrite 
who  with  the  publican  went  to  the  temple  to 
pray. 

'The  Pharisee  stood  and  prayed  thus  with 
himself,  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not 
as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjust, 
adulterers,  or  even  as  this  publican. 


I  fast  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes 
of  all  that  I  possess.  (Luke  18:  11-12.) 

Then  Jesus  goes  on  to  say: 

"And  the  publican,  standing  afar  off, 
would  not  lift  up  so  much  as  his  eyes 
unto  heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast 
saying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner. 

I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his 
house  justified  rather  than  the  other;  for 
every  one  that  exalteth  himself  shall  be 
abased;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself 
shall  be  exalted.  (Luke  18:  13-14). 

We  are  all  sinners.  We  all  need  to  repent. 
We  all  need  to  change  our  lives  and  to  make 
them  more  righteous,  and  become  valiant  as 
the  children  as  Enoch  was  valiant,  so  that  we 
may  receive  the  blessings  to  us  .and  which  we 
are  striving  for.  Many  of  us  have  not  yet  sur- 
rendered, or  if  it  has  been  a  surrender  it  has 
been  a  conditional  surrender,  with  many 
reservations. 

God  help  us,  brothers  and  sisters,  that  we 
may  unconditionally  surrender  to  the  Lord  and 
his  programme  and  to  the  spirit  of  the  work, 
I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


SPENCER  W.  KIMBALL  (continued) 

Elder  Kimball  possesses  so  many  qualities 
which  fit  him  for  Church  leadership  that  it  is 
difficult  to  point  out  particular  traits  and  say 
therein  lies  his  success.  Two  of  his  outstanding 
characteristics  are,  first,  his  love  for  people,  a 
love  which  begets  love;  people  warm  to  his 
teachings,  and  his  dealings  instil  confidence; 
and  second,  his  relentless  attention  to  the 
duties  of  the  day.  Francis  Bacon  once  said: 
"When  the  soul  resolves  to  perform  every 
duty  immediately,  it  is  conscious  of  the  pres- 
ence of  God."  Apostle  Spencer  W.  Kimball 
has  lived  his  life  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
would  appear  that  he  is  in  the  presence  of 
God  at  all  times,  and  that  not  for  one  moment 
of  his  busy  life  has  he  forgotten  his  responsi- 
bility to  his  Creator. 


Note:  Word  has  just  been  received  of  new 
appointments  at  General  Conference.  George 
Q.  Morris  was  chosen  as  the  new  apostle  to 
replace  the  late  Matthew  Cowley.  He  was  an 
assistant  to  the  Twelve,  being  called  to  that 
office  on  October  6th,  1951.  Elder  Sterling  W. 
Sill  was  called  to  the  Assistants  to  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve. 
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CONFERENCE  ADDRESS 


REMARKS  GIVEN  BY  PRESIDENT 
DAVID  O.  McKAY  AT  CAPE  DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE,  SOUTH  AFRICAN  MIS- 
SION,  SUNDAY,  JANUARY  17th,  1954 
10.30  a.m. 

'Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and 
into  his  courts  with  praise;  be  thankful  unto 
him  and  bless  his  name. 

'Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God;  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves;  we 
are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.' 
(Psalms   100,  4-3.) 

When  the  time  comes  that  Sister  McKay 
and  President  Reiser  and  I  have  to  say  good- 
bye to  the  people  of  South  Africa,  1  think  the 
outstanding  virtue  that  we  shall  cherish  and 
associate  with  out  visit  to  this  great  country  is 
gratitude. 

Did  you  note  this  morning  that  the  first  ex- 
pression in  the  opening  prayer  was  gratitude 
for  the  Gospel.  Brother  Mayo  followed  with 
expressions  of  appreciation  of  what  the  Gospel 
has  meant  to  him,  appreciation  of  the  visit  of 
those  who  have  come  to  see  you.  President 
Duncan  followed  with  his  words  of  apprecia- 
tion for  the  welcome  you  had  extended  to  him 
and  to  Sister  Duncan  and  their  family.  For 
the  kindness  bestowed  and  in  a  spirit  of 
humility  he  wished  you  to  understand  how 
grateful  they  are,  and  then  his  expression  of 
the  testimony  of  the  goodness  of  God  to  him, 
and  his  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  that  is 
his  to  be  associated  with  you. 

President  Reiser  thanked  you  for  your  wel- 
come and  expressed  appreciation  of  his  being 
here.  Sister  McKay  followed  with  gratitude 
for  your  reception,  your  never-to-be-forgotten 
welcome,  expressed  in  the  placing  in  her  arms 
of  the  beautiful  boquet  of  flowers,  sweet  mes- 
sengers of  love. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  our  meeting 
last  evening,  all  day  yesterday  and  last  even- 
ing. The  missionary  testimony  meeting.  If 
you  had  been  there,  you  would  have  noticed 
that  the  burden  of  the  entire  meeting  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  fifty  speakers  was  gratitude.  I 
wish  to  follow  in  that  theme. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  be  here 
with  you.  It  is  the  realization  of  a  thirty-year 
desire,  as  I  told  the  Saints  in  Johannesburg.  In 
1922,  when  I  presided  over  the  European  Mis- 
sion and  the  British  Mission  combined,  I  had 


correspondence  with  the  President  of  the  mis- 
sion here  and  also  with  some  members.  It  did 
not  seem  possible  then,  it  was  not  possible,  to 
take  time  from  the  various  duties  of  the  presi- 
dency of  that  mission  to  come  here  and  see 
you  but  that  desire  has  never  left  me  and  has 
grown  more  intense,  until,  when  the  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself,  and  it  was  said  in  the 
meeting  of  the  First  Presidency  that  one  of  us 
must  come  down  to  visit  South  Africa,  my  two 
counsellors  said  I  should  represent  them.  I 
wanted  to  come.  I  am  glad  they  so  voted 
and  I  raised  no  objection. 

My  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  for  this 
opportunity  of  meeting  in  worshipping 
assembly  with  you  good  people  in  this  land. 

It  has  been  said  by  Carlyle:  'In  this  world 
there  is  one  godlike  virtue,  the  essence  of  all 
that  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  of  godlike  in  this 
world — the  veneration  done  to  human  worth 
by  the  hearts  of  men.' 

Yesterday  I  listened  with  a  great  deal  of 
comfort  and  satisfaction  to  the  testimonies  of 
the  missionaries.  Not  much  was  said  about 
their  missionary  experiences.  Most  of  the 
time  was  taken  in  expressing  gratitude  for  the 
opportunity  of  their  being  in  the  mission 
field.  Some  had  hesitancy  about  accepting  the 
call  but  upon  due  reflection  and  prayer  they 
decided  to  accept  it  and  to  come.  And  they 
are  grateful  for  having  made  that  decision. 
They  expressed  gratitude  for  the  gospel,  for 
what  it  means  to  them  an  enlargement  of  their 
views  and  of  true  philosophy  of  life.  I  ad- 
mire them  for  it.  But  most  of  all  yesterday  1 
admired  these  missionaries  for  the  gratitude 
they  expressed  for  their  parents,  particularly 
for  their  mothers.  I  wish  now,  as  I  wished 
yesterday,  that  those  men  and  women  in  South 
Africa  who  are  uninformed,  prejudiced  or 
cynical  about  Mormonism — so  called — had  lis- 
tended  yesterday  to  the  'heart  petals'  given  by 
the  representatives  of  this  Church  in  South 
Africa.  They,  the  uninformed,  would  have 
had  a  clearer  insight  into  the  real  purpose  of 
the  Church  than  they  could  have  obtained  in 
any  other  way.  They  would  have  had  an  in- 
sight into  the  life  of  the  members  of  the 
Church.  They  would  have  seen  their  prayer, 
faith  and  willingness  to  deny  self  for  the  good 
of  strangers  for  not  one  of  those  homes  knew 
where  its  son  would  be  sent  in  the  world.  It 
mattered  not  where,  in  that  home,  perhaps  pre- 
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sided  over  a  widow.  In  that  home,  presided 
over  by  a  father  who  is  in  debt,  in  a  home 
where  there  are  six  or  seven  or  eight  other 
children  to  be  educated  and  for  their  future  to 
be  determined.  The  cynic,  the  fault-finder  of 
the  Church,  would  have  had  a  glimpse  of  the 
purpose  and  of  the  vitality  of  the  Church  to 
change  the  lives  of  men. 

Yes,  I  repeat,  my  fellow  missionaries  what 
made  that  meeting  yesterday  so  memorable 
was  the  gratitude  which  you  expressed  for 
your  parents  and  for  your  mothers.  Not  one 
who,  when  he  came  to  express  what  his  mother 
had  done  for  him,  but  broke  down  in  tears 
and  apologised.  He  did  not  need  to.  Those 
tears  were  merely  the  expression  of  a  sincere 
soul.  I  am  going  to  say  to  you  this  morning 
for  each  of  you,  that  1  felt,  when  you  were 
expressing  your  appreciation  for  mother,  that 
you  would  have  liked  to  express  it  in  the  words 
of  the  poet,  who  said: 

The  noblest  thoughts  my  soul  can  claim, 
The  holiest  words  my  tongue  can  frame 
Unworthy  are  to  praise  the  name 
More  precious  than  all  other. 
An  infant,  when  her  love  first  came 
A  man,  I  find  it  just  the  same: 
Reverently  I  breathe  her  name. 
The  blessed  name  of  Mother.' 

Geo.  Griffith  Fether. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  ideals  of  the  Church, 
one  of  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
establishing  of  an  ideal  home,  the  rearing  of 
children,  and  the  love  for  one  another,  for 
parents  of  faith  in  God.  A  home  in  which 
family  prayers  are  held.  1  know  that  they  ar « 
out-of-date  generally,  even  among  Christian 
nations,  and  I  know  too  that  in  our  own 
Church  there  is  a  slackness  in  family  prayer 
but  in  the  true  Latter-day  Saint  home  you  will 
have  a  prayer  every  morning  before  father 
and  mother  and  children  start  out  for  work  or 
for  school  and  thanksgiving  when  night  closes 
upon  them. 

I  am  grateful  for  home,  where  love  and 
respect  of  children  for  parents  was  so  appar- 
ent yesterday.  Someone  said  yesterday  'I  am 
sorry  for  the  grief  I  have  caused  and  for  the 
trouble.  I  know  I  did  and  the  regret  lives  with 
us  all  through  life.' 

Gratitude  is  a  deeper  virtue  than  thanks- 
giving. You  can  express  thanks  by  words  but 
gratitude  is  a  feeling  of  the  heart  and  the 
soul. 

This  morning  I  saw  in  the  audience,  I  have 
counted  25  children  and  as  many  more  young 
people,   and   I   should    like   to    approach    this 


subject  in  a  way  they  will  sense  the  impor- 
tance of  appreciation  and  gratitude.  We  pass 
through  life  without  realising  what  our  bless- 
ings are.  Not  just  the  young  folks  but  those 
of  us  who  have  passed  the  three  score  years 
and  ten.  Daily  there  are  things  which  we 
have  which  we  take  for  granted  without  ever 
considering  how  important  they  are. 

I  have  several  times  addressed  groups  of 
children  and  said  to  each: 

'Well  I  am  happy  to  meet  a  group  of  mil- 
lionaires.' When  surprised  and  doubtful  they 
looked,  I  asked,  'Are  you  not  millionaires?" 

No,  they  were  very  poor,  some  of  them 
thought,  and  to  accuse,  I  use  that  word  ad- 
visedly, to  accuse  them  of  being  millionaires 
was  an  astounding  thought. 

1  asked  them  'How  many  of  you  have  a 
mother?'  All  hands  of  those  who  have  (were 
raised) — (indicating  by  raising  his  hand).  'Well, 
suppose  I  should  like  to  purchase  that  mother. 
I  will  give  you  $1000  for  her'.  They  shook 
their  heads.  By  this  time  they  were  in  busi- 
ness, real  business.  I  will  give  you  $10,000  — 
$100,000  —  $200,000.  By  this  time  they  were 
almost  indignant  that  I  would  try  to  purchase 
mother. 

'How  many  of  you  have  a  father?  Well, 
would  you  sell  your  father  for  $2000.  No? 
$10,000  —  $100,000.     No?' 

'How  many  of  you  have  little  baby  sister? 
They  have  never  thought  of  the  value  and  the 
happiness  that  a  little  baby  can  bring  into  their 
lives,  measured  by  money.  How  valuable, 
how  sublimely  valuable  is  that  little  babe. 

Then  I  said,  'You  could  not  sell  your  mother 
or  your  father  if  you  wanted  to,  or  that  baby, 
if  I  would  give  you  a  million  dollars.  You 
could  not,  mother  would  not  let  you.' 

Do  you  have  something  that  is  yours?  The 
other  day  I  read  of  a  man  who  was  going  to 
an  execution.  The  criminal  had  promised  to 
give  to  a  blind  man  his  eye,  his  one  eye,  and 
how  grateful  that  sightless  man  was  that  he 
was  going  to  have  an  eye,  transplanted.  You 
have  two  eyes.  Have  you  ever  knelt  down  and 
thanked  the  Lord  that  you  have  those  eyes? 
Would  you  sell  one  of  those  eyes  for  $5,000. 
$10,000,  $100,000.    No. 

Let  me  take  your  hearing.  Just  sell  your 
hearing.  Then  you  never  can  hear  a  song  of 
a  bird.  You  cannot  hear  the  sweet  tones  of 
the  choir  when  you  come  to  a  meeting.  Never 
again  can  you  hear  your  mother's  voice.  Would 
you  sell  your  hearing  for  $5,000?    No. 

We'll  let  you  keep  your  eyes  and  your  ears, 
just  give  me  your  arm.  You  can  drive  with 
your  left  arm.     No?     They  won't  let  an  arm 
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go.  Wc  went  on  one  bj  one  and  soon  we 
found  that  every  child  is  a  millionaire,  a  multi 
millionaire  who  has  to  borrow  cash  to  pay  his 
taxes  because  his  wealth  is  in  bonds,  property 
and  other  things  and  our  wealth  is  in  whai 
God  has  given  us.  Just  count  what  the  Lord 
has  given  you. 

Let  me  emphasize  it  to  those  young  people 
by  telling  a  true  story.  You  older  ones  have 
heard  it. 

Years  ago  there  came  into  an  American 
home  a  sweet  little  baby  girl  and  when  thai 
little  baby  had  been  placed  upon  the  mother's 
arm  the  mother's  first  look  was  to  see  that  she 
was  physically  perfect.  That  is  what  every 
mother  looks  for.  There  is  the  most  beautiful 
picture  in  all  the  world,  a  mother  with  her 
babe  on  her  arm  and  the  baby  perfect.  1  won 
der  why  some  great  artist  has  not  painted 
that.  We  see  a  mother  painted  holding  her 
baby  but  1  think  the  most  inspiring  pictures  in 
the  world  is  to  see  a  mother  with  her  first 
baby  on  her  arm.  And  so  this  mother  was 
happy,  as  all  mothers  are  forgetting  the  pain 
and  the  cost  of  bringing  that  little  baby  into 
the  world  and  in  the  Church,  for  a  baby  is  a 
gift  from  heaven,  to  us  who  believe  in  the  pre- 
existence  as  spirits.  That  little  baby  grew  in 
physical  strength  and  in  beauty  until  she  was 
about  two  or  two  and  one-half  years  of  age. 
Then  an  intense  fever  seized  the  child.  For 
days  she  hovered  between  life  and  death. 
Parents  and  other  anxious  loved  ones  almost 
despaired  of  her  life,  but  one  night  at  mid- 
night the  fever  started  to  break  and  shortly 
the  child  gave  promise  of  recovery  and  all  were 
happy.  The  baby  began  to  take  a  little 
nourishment  and  gained  in  strength  and  all  in 
the  household  rejoiced.  But  one  day  the 
mother  was  seized  with  a  fearful  thought.  She 
waved  her  hand  in  front  of  the  child's  eyes 
and  there  was  no  blinking.  The  fever  had  de- 
stroyed the  nerves  of  sight.  Then  a  second  fear 
gripped  the  mother's  heart.  She  took  the 
baby's  rattle  and  rattled  it  behind  her.  But 
there  was  no  response.  The  little  girl  was 
deaf.  This  little  girl  was  deaf  and  blind  and 
speechless.  Now  young  folks,  think  what  that 
mother  would  have  given  just  to  have  either 
the  hearing  or  the  seeing  back. 

Well,  they  were  desperate,  for  father  and 
mother  asked  for  specialists  from  everywhere. 
but  all  in  vain.  The  little  girl  grew  until  she 
was  seven  years  of  age  without  seeing  or  hear- 
ing or  speaking.  They  soi  ght  a  teacher  who 
might  break  through  that  iron  cage  for  there 
was  in  that  body,  as  a  canary  in  a  cage,  a  bril- 


liant soul,  striking,  but  with  physical  handi 
caps,  unable  to  find  expression.  She  would 
feel  the  heads  of  her  little  playmates,  one 
whose  hair  was  curly.  She  felt  that  and  then 
her  own  and  wondered  why  the  difference.  No 
expression.  Her  hand  passed  over  her  mother's 
face  but  no  designation  of  mother,  no  term  to 
express  that  lovely  countenance.  A  blind 
teacher  who  came  in  response  to  the  parent's 
call  said  'If  she  could  hear,  I  could  do  some- 
thing.' They  sent  for  a  teacher  of  the  deaf 
who  said  "If  she  could  see  I  could  teach  her. 
but  when  she  can  neither  see  nor  hear  we  are 
helpless.'  Finally  a  young  woman  who  has 
devoted  herself  to  the  blind  and  the  deaf  said 
'I  will  see  what  1  can  do.' 

She  took  the  little  girl's  doll  and  wrote  in 
the  palm  of  her  hand  D-O-L-L  and  repeated 
it.  And  the  little  girl  became  impatient  and 
dashed  the  doll  to  the  floor.  The  teacher  was 
wise.  She  did  not  lose  her  patience.  She  led 
the  child  out  to  the  fountain  and  let  the  water 
run  over  her  hand  and  in  her  other  hand  wrote 
WATER.  Then  the  thought  came  to  the 
child,  'Do  these  marks  in  my  hand  name  that 
something  that  I  felt  on  my  hand?'  and  she 
put  her  own  hand  out  and  received  the  same 
marks.  Then  as  she  walked  back  to  the  house, 
she  felt  a  rose  and  had  ROSE  spelled  in  her 
hand.  She  gathered  the  fragments  of  the 
broken  doll  and  put  out  her  hand  and  had 
DOLL  spelled.  She  ran  her  hand  over  the 
mother's  face  and  got.  for  the  first  time. 
MOTHER, 

Years  afterwards,  that  little  girl,  in  writing 
of  the  experience,  said  that  night  as  she 
climbed  the  stairway  to  her  bedroom,  she  was 
the  happiest  girl  in  the  world,  she  had  learned 
three  or  four  words 

Well,  you  know  to  whom  I  refer — Helen 
Keller.  She  is  named  as  one  of  the  seven 
greatest  women  in  all  the  world.  1  think  she  is 
the  greatest.  She  learned  those  signs  that 
teacher  left  with  her  day  and  night  and  her 
teacher  was  her  constant  companion.  Helen 
always  called  her  'My  teacher'  and  she  learned 
to  speak  by  putting  her  hand  to  the  teacher's 
throat,  and  feeling  the  movement  of  the 
throat  and  oh  the  lips  when  the  teacher  was 
saying  'Mother'.  Then  she  would  try  to  re- 
produce the  same  sounds— Mother — and  she 
learned  to  speak  not  only  English  but  French 
and  I  think  one  other  language.  A  few  years 
ago  when  Brother  Reiser  was  secretary  to  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  we  invited 
Helen  Keller  to  come  to  the  Assembly  Hall 
and  speak  to  the  children.  She  was  blind  and 
deaf,  but   not  speechless,  and    she    addressed 


May,  1954. 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


77 


CONFERENCE  ADDRESS  (continued) 

more  than  700  children  in  the  Assembly  Hall 
and  her  speech  was  entitled  'Happiness'.  From 
Salt  Lake  City  she  went  to  Los  Angeles  and 
we  read  in  the  public  press  that  she  was  enter- 
tained in  Los  Angeles  by  Melba,  the  great 
soprano  singer  from  Australia.  I  do  not 
know  what  happened,  but  when  Melba  took  a 
high  note,  whether  Helen  heard  it  through 
vibrations  I  do  not  know,  but  she  thought  she 
heard  it  and  cried,  'I  have  heard,  I  have  heard'. 

Just  one  sound. 

Later  she  travelled  in  Europe.  I  remember 
in  one  country  she  and  her  teacher  called  on 
the  King  of  Belgium  and  Helen,  by  this  time 
mature,  well  educated,  said,  through  signs  to 
her  teacher,  'Now  tell  me  how  he  looks,'  and 
as  he  came  in  the  teacher  gave  the  signs  and 
described  the  King  of  Belgium  as  he  came  into 
the  presence  of  the  deaf  and  blind  girl. 

When  she  came  home  she  was  entertained 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  just 
a  few  years  ago  she  visited  the  Salt  Lake 
Tabernacle  and  as  we  were  standing  in  the 
ante-room  where  the  General  Authorities 
enter,  prior  to  her  appearing  before  the 
audience,  the  organ  began  to  play  and  blind 
and  deaf  but  not  speechless  she  said  'The 
Organ.'  She  touched  one  of  the  pillars  and 
listened  to  the  strains  of  the  organ  through  the 
sense  of  touch. 

Young  people,  are  you  rich?  Do  you  pos- 
sess the  wealth  of  the  world?  God  has  given 
you  that  which  is  far  more  valuable  and  worth 
in  treasure  than  any  money  in  stocks  or  bonds. 
Day  by  day  we  go  without  thanking  him  for  it 
— for  without  thanking  God  for  mother  and 
father  and  for  our  brothers  and  sisters,  for 
kind  friends,  and  above  all,  as  the  elder  said 
yesterday  and  as  our  brother  who  offered  the 
invocation  this  morning,  for  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  heard  one  of  the  Elders  say 
yesterday  about  a  girl,  a  woman  who  is  help- 
less, she  cannot  walk.  She  has  not  been  out 
of  the  house.  She  is  a  cripple.  She  never 
speaks  of  her  health.  She  has  always  shown 
interest  in  somebody  else.  Self-pity  is  a  bad 
thing  for  us.  This  thinking,  however,  that  we 
have  all  the  blessings  that  we  merit  and  that 
we  can  get  more  if  we  strive  to  get  them,  is 
what  brings  happiness  to  the  soul  and  so  be 
grateful  to  God  for  His  blessings.  Give  thank- 
fulness to  Him  for  life  and  for  health,  vigour, 
and  for  our  faculties,  and  above  all,  for  the. 
Gospel  which  leads  us  into  His  presence.  That 
is  true.  Declare  it  to  the  world.  For  yesterday 
theso  Elders  were  partakers  we  told  them,  of 
what  Peter  calls  'the  divine  nature',  and  if  the 


world    may   attain    that   faith,    then    only   will 
they  accept  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

So: 
"When    upon    life's    billows    you   are    tempest 

tossed, 
When  you  are  discouraged,  thinking  all  is  lost. 
Count  your  many  blessings,  name  them  one  by 

one, 
And  it  will   surprise   you  what   the  Lord   has 

done.' 
God  help  us  to  appreciate  and  be  grateful 
for  the  blessings  He  has  given  us.     I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.— Amen. 


GRATITUDE 

Be  grateful  for  the  kindly  friends  that  walk 
along   your  way; 

Be  grateful  for  the  skies  of  blue  that  smile 
from  day  to  day. 

Be  grateful  for  the  health  you  own,  the  work 
you  find  to  do, 

For  round  about  you  there  are  men  less  for- 
tunate than  you. 

Be   grateful   for  the  growing  trees,  the   roses 

soon  to  bloom, 
The   tenderness   of  kindly   hearts   that   shared 

your  days  of  gloom; 
Be  grateful   for  the  morning   dew,   the   grass 

beneath  your  feet, 
The  soft  caresses  of  your  babes  and  all  their 

laughter  sweet. 

Acquire  the  grateful  habit,  learn  to  see  how 

blest  you  are, 
How  much  there  is  to  gladden  life,  how  little 

life  to  mar! 
And   what    if   rain   shall   fall   today   and    you 

with  grief  are  sad; 
Be  grateful  that  you  can  recall  the  joys  that 

you  have  had. 

— Edgar  A.   Guest. 


(Continued  from  page  71 1 

The  missionaries  were  removed 
from  Japan  from  1934  to  1948 
after  the  end  of  World  War  2. 
For  Mrs.  Suszuki  her  joy  was  un- 
bounded when  they  finally  re- 
turned for  she  had  been  without 
her  greatest  support,  the  Church. 

For  faithful  members  like  Mrs. 
Nami  Suzuki  it  was  worth  the 
waiting.  The  Mission's  'second 
start'  was  achieved  through  the 
assistance  of  these  members.  Mrs. 
Suzuki,  then  a  68  year  old  erand- 
mother.  helped  teach  a  Sunday 
School   investigator's  class. 
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DEPARTURES 


ELDER  LOW 


ELDER  DAHL 


ELDER  COLE 


ELDERS  BYRON  Y.  LOW,  JACK  E.  DAHL, 
and  DONALD  M.  COLE,  were  honourably  re- 
leased from  their  missionary  labours  on  the  29th 
April  and  sailed  for  home  aboard  the  "Africa." 
The  three  Elders  embarked  at  Durban,  waving 
their  last  farewells  to  the  shores  of  South  Africa. 

ELDER  LOW  laboured  in  Port  Elizabeth; 
Gwelo,  Southern  Rhodesia;  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia;  East  London;  Durban,  Natal  district, 
and  concluded  his  mission  in  Bulawayo,  as 
Branch  and  District  President  and  Supervising 
Elder  there. 

ELDER  DAHL  laboured  in  East  London: 
Ramah,  Johannesburg,  after  which  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Cumorah.  where  he  spent  the  most  of 
nis  mission  as  Mission  Historian,  and  Assoc. 
Editor  of  the  C.S.M. 


ELDER  COLE  laboured  in  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia.  Southern  Suburbs,  Johannesburg. 
'Cumorah'  where  he  spent  many  months  as  Mis- 
sion Secretary,  and  spent  his  final  few  months 
in  N'Kana,  Northern  Rhodesia,  where  he  served 
as  Supervising  Elder. 

All  of  these  Elders  have  served  honourable 
missions,  and  they  leave  behind  them  many 
warm  friends  who  are  sad  to  see  their  depar- 
ture. The  growth  in  the  gospel  of  these  fine  men 
has  been  outstanding  as  all  of  them  have  done 
their  best  to  magnify  the  calling  which  they  have 
received. 

May  the  Lord  bless  them  always,  and  help 
them  to  remain  faithful  to  their  knowledge  and 
testimony  of  the  Gospel. 


ARRIVALS 


ELDERS  THERALD  P.  QUAYLE  and  FAR- 
RELL  J.  THACKER  arrived  aboard  the  "Stirling 
Castle"  on  April  1st,  1954.  Elder  Quayle  ccmes 
from  Brigham  City,  Utah,  United  States,  and 
Elder  Thacker  comes  from  Heber.  Utah,  United 
States. 

Elder  Quayle  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Cape  District  with  Elder  Gary  Forbush. 
Elder  Thacker  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Pretoria,  within  the  Transvaal  District  with 
Elder  John  R.  Kennard. 

ELDERS  ROBERT  A.  TAYLOR  and  HENRY 
S.  TODD  arrived  aboard  the  "Athlone  Castle"  on 
April  22nd,  1954.  Elder  Taylor  comes  from 
Ogden,  Utah,  United  States,  and  Elder  Todd 
comes  from  Gridley.  California,  United  States. 

Elder  Taylor  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Cape  District  with  Elder  Jerald  R.  Johansen. 
Elder  Todd  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in  Uiten- 


hage    within    the    Port    Elizabeth    district    with 
Elder  Charles  E.  Mercer. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  be  with  these 
Elders  as  they  begin  their  missionary  labours. 

APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  DON  M.  LeBARON  was  appointed 
Mission  Historian  and  Assoc.  Editor  of  'Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger'  on  March  16th.  1954. 

ELDER  ELWOOD  V.  EDDY  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder,  Branch  President,  of  the 
Bulawayo  Branch  and  District  President  of  the 
Bulawayo  District  on  March  28th,  1954. 

ELDER  KENNETH  L.  LEE  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder,  Branch  President  of  the  East 
London  Branch  and  District  President  of  the 
East  London  District  on  March  28th,  1954. 

ELDER  GEORGE  B.  EVERTON  was  ap 
pointed  Supervising  Elder  of  Port  Elizabeth  on 
April  1st.  1954. 
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STATISTICS  .  .  .  . 

BLESSINGS 

LUCAS  MARTINUS  GERBER,  son  of  Gerda 
Jchannes  and  Anna  Catherina  Naude  was 
blessed  on  April  4th,  1954,  by  Elder  Gary 
Elliott  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

PAULUS  STEPHANUS  EDWARD  HENWOOD, 
son  of  Percival  John  and  Johanna  Hendriena 
Sophia  Viljoen,  was  blessed  on  April  4th,  1954, 
bv  Elder  Garn  Christensen  at  Bulawayo. 

DAVID  OMAN  McKAY  HUTTON,  son  of  Ralph 
George  Addison  and  Wilhelmina  Christina 
Louw,  was  blessed  on  April  4th,  1954,  by  Presi- 
dent Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Ramah. 

CHERYL  ELAINE  RUTHERFORD,  daughter  of 
Roy  Palmer  and  Erma  Elaine  Muir.  was  blessed 
on  April  4th,  1954,  by  Brother  Norman  G  Muir, 
at  Ramah. 

ANNE-METTE  ROHDE,  daughter  of  Hans 
Ejvind  Nissen  and  Tove  Magrethe  Sorensen, 
was  blessed  on  March  7th,  1954,  by  Hans  E.  N. 
Rohde  at  Pretoria. 

ORDINATIONS  AND  ADVANCEMENTS 

JOHANNES  PAULUS  DRUMMER  was  ordained 
an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on 
April  4th,  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan, 
at  Ramah. 

JULIUS  SWANEPOEL  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954, 
by  Elder  Jerald  Johansen  at  Krugersdorp. 

DOUGLAS  RIGBEY  HARROWSMITH  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
April  4th,  1954,  by  Elder  Joseph  E.  Kceven  at 
Krugersdorp. 

CHARLES  KENNETH  POWRIE  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood,  a-t  Krugersdorp. 

GARNET  HENRY  ATKINS  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
4th,  1954,  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood   *t  Springs. 

WYNNE  HENRY  ATKINS  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood,  at  Springs. 

NOEL  BARRY  FUTTER  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954. 
by  Brother  J.  Stemmet  at  Springs. 

ROBERT  EDWARD  WILSON  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
4th,  1954,  by  Brother  J.  Stemmet  at  Springs. 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN  TROSKIE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  at  Springs. 

RONALD  CHARL  LOUW  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  at  Springs. 

EROLD  JUBBER  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954,  by 
Brother  I.  C.  Louw  at  Springs. 

RONALD  PARKER  DUNCAN  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  at 
Springs. 

KENNETH  STUART  ARMSTRONG  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
April  4th,  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan 
at  Springs. 

NELSON  CORNELIUS  VALENTINO  VAN 
NIEKERK  was   ordained    a    Deacon    in    the 


Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954.  by  Presi- 
dent Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Springs. 

MARTIN  LENNARD  RAYNER  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1954,  by  Brother  Samuel  J.  Rayner  at 
Cumorah. 

EDWARD  WILLIAM  SIDDONS  ROGERS  was 
ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  April  4th,  1954,  by  Brother  Norman  G.  Muir 
at  Ramah. 

VICTOR  ROBERT  STARK  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Brother  Edgar  E.  Seeman  at  Ramah. 

JOHN  HENRY  WAGENER  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th. 
1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Ramah. 

CHRISTIAN  HENDRIK  LOUW  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th. 
1954,  by  Johannes  P.  Brummer  at  Ramah. 

LIONEL  FREDERICK  MAARTENS  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
April  4th,  1954,  by  Brother  Hans  E.  N.  Rohde 
at  Ramah. 

DON  ROY  NINOW  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954,  by 
President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Ramah. 

COLIN  PHIPSON  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th.  1954,  by 
Brother  Kenneth  Sutherland  at  Ramah. 

WALTER  FREDERICK  PERRY  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th, 
1954,  by  Johannes  P.  Brummer  at  Ramah. 

CLARENCE  WENDELL  MUIR  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th. 
1954.  by  Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

NORMAN  IVAN  MUIR  was  ordained  a  Priest  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th,  1954,  by 
Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

GEORGE  TEXAS  WASHBURN  SMITH  was  or- 
dained a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
April  4th,  1954,  by  Brother  Hans  E.  N.  Rohde 
at  Ramah. 

DONOVAN  LINCOLN  DONLY  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  4th. 
1954,  by  Brother  Francis  Donly  at  Ramah. 

LAWRENCE  ALLEN  DONLY  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
4th,  1954,  by  Brother  Francis  Donly  at  Ramah. 

GARNET  ALVARA  PHIPSON  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
4th,  1954.  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Ramah. 

RONALD  ALFRED  KUNITZ  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  1st, 
1954,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Pre- 
toria. 

JOSEPH  HENRY  FRANCE-BROTHERTON  was 
ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  April  1st.  1954.  by  Elder  Lowel  D.  Wood  at 
Pretoria. 

FRANCIS  GEORGE  BIBB  was  ordained  a  Priest 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  1st,  1954. 
by  Brother  Hans  E.  N.  Rohde  at  Pretoria. 

ALEXANDER  THOMAS  JOHN  WILSON  was 
ordained  a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
March  28th.  1954,  by  President  Leroy  H. 
Duncan  at  Springs. 
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IAN  Sinclair  WRENCH,  son  of  Wilfred 
Sinclair  and  Barbari  Beryl  Scott  was  bap- 
Used  on  April  11th,  1954.  by  Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  W 
E.  Barry  Mayo  ai   Ramah. 
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TRANSFERS 


M  mi;  ALLEN  L.  CALDWELL  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Transvaal  from  East  London  on 
March  25th.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with 
Elder  Earl  J.  Hutchins. 

ELDER  and  SISTER  EVERTON  were  trans 
ferred  to  Port  Elizabeth  from  the  Cape  District 
on  March  30th.  1954. 

ELDER  RICHARD  M.  DUNN  was  transferred 
to  Bulawayo  from  the  Transvaal  District  on 
April  2nd.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder 
Royal  Jensen. 

ELDER  RUEL  C.  HYER  was  transferred  to 
Bulawayo  from  the  Transvaal  district  on  April 
6th.  1954.  where  he"  will  labour  with  Elder 
El  wood  V.  Eddy. 

ELDER  GARN  G.  CHRISTENSEN  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Transvaal  district  from  Bulawavo 


PKETOR1A 

IjOMJKHCBUBt: 

\kimbebley 

iBlOtMfONTdnVDUBBiN 

EAST  LOHCOW 
POBT  ELIZABETH 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Kenneth  L.  Lee, 

4  Baynes  Street,  Berea,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen 

East  Londoners  had  no  complaints  regard- 
ing the  vyeather  over  the  Easter  week-end. 
which  was  as  pleasant  as  could  be  desired. 
Easter  Sunday  dawned  beautifully  warm  and 
sunny,  continuing  the  same  throughout  the 
day.  This  added  greatly  to  the  joy  in  our 
hearts   when    we    met    for   our   special   Easter 


on  April  8th.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with 
Elder  P.  John  Francis. 

ELDER  RICHARD  D.  SAMPSON  was  trans 
ferred  to  Durban  from  Northern  Rhodesia  on 
April  15th.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder 
John  F.  Grismore. 

ELDER  JOHN  R.  KENNARD  was  transferred 
to  the  Transvaal  district  from  Durban  on  April 
15th.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder 
Farrell  J.  Thacker. 

ELDER  JERALD  R.  JOHANSEN  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Cape  district  from  the  Transvaal 
on  April  22nd.  1954,  where  he  will  labour  with 
Elder  Robert  A.  Taylor. 

ELDER  DEAN  R.  LINDSAY  was  transferred 
to  the  Transvaal  district  from  Uitenhage  on 
April  24th.  1954.  where  he  will  labour  with  Elder 
Jerry  S.  Young. 


Service.  Sister  Mona  McCallum  arranged  a 
very  beautiful  programme,  and  all  those  taking 
part  did  very  well.  The  talks  were  given  bv 
Ian  McCallum,  Beryl  Shoekel,  Brother  Engh 
and  Elder  Lee  and  were  appreciated  by  all. 

The  Relief  Society  had  its  second  monthly 
cake  sale  and  it  proved  very  successful.  The 
workers  are  to  be  commended  for  the  fine 
effort  that  they  are  making  towards  raising 
funds  for  our   Building   Project. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  we  said  good- 
bye to  Elders  Caldwell  and  Godfrey,  who 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Transvaal  and 
Durban  respectively.  Elders  Lee  and  Grigor 
are  now  working  here  and  we  sincerely  hope 
that  they  will  enjoy  their  stay  in  East  London. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller. 
18  Caithness  Road,  Walmer.  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

We  wish  to  welcome  Elder  and  Sister  Ever- 
ton  to  Port  Elizabeth.  We  hope  they  will 
enjoy  their  labours  here. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  Sister  Queenie  Allan's 
husband  and  baby  son  better  again  after  the 
period  spent  in  the  hospital. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Gamble  on  the  death  of  their  son 
Jimmy.      A   service   was   held   in   the   funeral 
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parlour  and  Elder  Everton  conducted.  The 
congregation  sang  "Oh  my  Father,"  after 
which  Brother  Clarence  Doller  offered  the  in- 
vocation. Elder  Elliott  then  gave  a  tribute 
to  the  deceased,  followed  by  the  Elders  sing- 
ing the  song  "Abide  with  me."  Sister  Trollip 
sang  a  solo,  with  Elder  Everton  following  with 
a  sermon.  The  Elders  sang  again  and  then 
Elder  Mercer  closed  the  service  with  prayer. 
At  the  graveside  Brother  Everton  gave  the 
final  prayer.     The  funeral  was  well  attended. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  John  F.  Grismore, 
21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

The  M.I.A.  seem  to  have  led  the  branch  in 
activity  this  month.  On  the  4th  of  April  they 
sponsored  a  Candy  Pull  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Duncan,  in  aid  of  the  Building 
Fund. 

April  6th  proved  to  also  be  a  busy  day  here. 
In  the  morning  there  was  softball  played  at 
Berea  Park,  and  then  in  the  evening  a  fair 
number  of  members  and  friends  attended  a 
showing  of  "Stalag  17"  at  the  Alhambra 
Theatre. 

Our  best  wishes  go  with  Elder  Kennard, 
who  has  been  transferred  to  Johannesburg. 
We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Elder  Samp- 
son. 

Firesides  have  been  revived  in  the  Branch, 
and  are  proving  a  welcome  and  enjoyable 
feature  each   week. 

Sister  June  Minaar,  formerly  of  the  East 
London  Branch,  is  now  living  in  Durban,  and 
we  sincerely  welcome  her  into  our  midst. 

Our  basketball  team  is  practising  very  hard 
and  is  showing  constant  improvement. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Douglas    E.   Charsley, 

130  'E'  Avenue,   Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley 

Our  hearts  were  heavy  as  we  bid  Elders 
Donald  M.  Cole  and  Richard  D.  Sampson 
farewell.  May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  them. 
The  missionary  work  in  Northern  Rhodesia 
must  now  be  carried  on  by  local  members. 

One  of  our  stalwarts,  Sister  Aletta  Ter- 
blanche,  was  on  the  sick  list  during  the  month, 
but  is  on  her  feet  again. 

The  members  of  the  Sunday  School  pre- 
sented a  very  beautiful  and  enjoyable  Easter 
programme  on  Easter  Sunday.  Every  class 
in  the  Sunday  School  was  represented,  some 
in  their  entirety. 


PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb,  282  Preller  St., 

Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

We  were  sorry  that  Elder  Francis's  stay  with 
us  was  so  short,  but  we  hope  that  Elder 
Tracy's  will   be  longer. 

We  were  glad  to  see  Dennis  Lotter  of  Paarl 
at  one  of  our  meetings.  He  will  be  spending 
a  few  months  at  the  Pretoria  Police  Training 
College. 

A  beetle  drive  was  held  on  March  6th  by  the 
Relief  Society,  which  proved  to  be  both  a 
financial  and  social  success. 

Congratulations  to  Margaretha  and  Tommy 
Sanders  on  the  arrival  of  Andre  Edward  on 
the  20th   March. 

A  very  successful  Hobo  Dance  was  held 
on  March  27th,  the  proceeds  going  to  the 
Sunday  School  Fund  An  enjoyable  time  was 
had  by  the  members  and  the  friends  who  were 
present. 

We  were  happy  to  have  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  and  family  present  at  our  Priesthood 
and  Relief  Society  meetings  which  were  held 
on  the  1st  April. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elders  Thacker 
and  Kennard  to  Pretoria,  and  we  hope  that 
they  will  enjoy  their  stay  here. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Dec  Hugo, 

5  1  Athlone  A  v.,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Mavis  Louw 

We  were  pleased  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  with  us  again,  as  they  along 
with  President  Wood  visited  the  Branch  on 
April  -1th.  While  here  President  Duncan  and 
President  Wood,  assisted  by  Brother  Louw 
and  Brother  Stemmet,  ordained  many  of  the 
local  brethren  to  the  Priesthood.  We  wish 
to  extend  our  congratulations  to  those  that 
were  called  to  the  Priesthood,  and  we  hope 
and  pray  that  they  will  always  magnify  their 
great  callings. 

Sister  Nora  Duncan  was  a  welcome  visitor 
al  our  Relief  Society  meeting.  The  Sisters 
were  all  interested  in  the  instructions  which 
they  received  from  her. 

A  word  of  appreciation  and  commendation 
should  be  offered  Brother  Troskie,  due  to  the 
many  hours  of  work  he  has  spent  on  the 
pews  in  our  chapel.  He  has  designed  the 
pews  himself,  and  we  are  proud  of  them. 
Brother  Troskie  is  also  supervising  a  project 
for  this   work    that   is   aided   by   a   combined 
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effort  of  the  Priesthood,  Relief  Society,  Sunday 
School  and  Primary. 

On  Saturday,  April  17th,  an  all  Church 
Softball  tournament  was  played  at  Daggafon 
tein.  A  team  of  missionaries.  Ramah,  Benoni 
and  Springs,  participated.  I  he  first  match  sav. 
Ramah  lock  horns  with  the  Missionary  team. 
which  was  finally  won  by  the  Elders  by  the 
score  of  21  — 15.  Then  Benoni  and  Springs 
fought  it  out.  Springs  started  last,  and  built 
up  a  big  lead  which  Benoni  couldn't  catch 
although  they  came  within  three  runs  of  tying 
it  up.  A  game  with  members  and  missionaries 
combined  finished  the  very  enjoyable  after- 
noon. The  Ramah  young  folks.  Sisters  Charl- 
ton and  Pat  Yates,  did  very  well  in  assisting 
with  the  lunch  —  a  word  of  appreciation 
should  be  given  them.  Sister  Norma  Ninow 
ably  assisted  us  selling  meal  tickets,  for  which 
we  thank  her. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Brother  Tex  Smith 
and  family  and  most  of  Brother  Norman 
Muir*s  family  with  us.  We  are  also  grateful 
for  the  help  of  the  Transvaal  missionaries 
who  helped  make  the  day  a  success. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  Brother  Joe  Stemmet  and  family,  Sister 
Bettie  Brits,  and  Sister  Elise  van  der  Vyver 
on  the  death  of  Brother  Stemmet,  Snr.  May 
the  Lord  be  with  them  and  comfort  them  in 
their  hour  of  sorrow. 

The  Sunday  School  officers  are  to  be  com- 
mended on  the  very  fine  programme  they 
presented  on  Easter  Sunday  morning.  The 
talks  and  songs  by  the  children  were  very 
inspiring. 

MOWBRAY    BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Alwin    Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point. 

Reported  by   Beatrice  E.  Smith 

A  Branch  cake  sale  was  held  in  Adderley 
Street  on  March  26th.  The  sale  proved  to 
be  a  great  success,  mainly  due  to  the  fine 
spirit  of  mutual  assistance  and  willingness  to 
help  that  was  exhibited  by  all.  A  vote  of 
thanks  should  be  given  to  Sister  Agnes  Hubert, 
who  was  responsible  for  the  organising  of  the 
help. 

On  Sunday  evening  the  28th,  we  said  good- 
bye to  Elder  and  Sister  Everton.  We  shall 
miss  them  at  Mowbray,  but  we  know  that 
they  will  enjoy  their  labours  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth. We  wish  them  every  success  in  their 
new  assignment. 


lo  wind  up  the  baseball  season,  our  players 
and  some  friends  went  to  a  baseball  show 
at  the  Alhambra.  hollowing  this,  on  the  30th 
March,  the  Special  Interest  class  went  to  an- 
other picture,  "Bugles  in  the  Afternoon."  Both 
events  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Junior  Cleaners  sponsored  a  Square 
Dance  on  the  2nd  April,  which  was  enjoyed 
by  those  present  even  though  the  number  was 
small. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  members  express  their 
deepest  sympathy  to  Albert  Ninow  and  his 
family  on  the  loss  of  their  Mother  and  Crand- 
mother.  We  also  sympathise  with  Brother 
and  Sister  Thietz  and  family  on  the  death  of 
their  father.  We  pray  that  our  Father  in 
Heaven  will  aid  and  comfort  these  two  fami- 
lies at  this  time. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  and  their  family  back  to 
"Cumorah"  after  their  visit  to  the  Transvaal. 

The  "Cumorah"  Basketball  team  is  con- 
stantly improving,  having  won  their  last  two 
matches.  They  are  going  all  out  this  year 
to  retain  the  cup  that  was  won  last  year. 

It  is  good  to  see  Mrs.  Ethel  Wilson  back 
after  her  recent  serious  illness,  and  we  hope 
that  she  will  now  continue  in  health  and 
strength. 

April  14th  was  a  big  day  for  the  Mowbray 
Branch.  That  was  the  night  of  the  annual 
Old  Folks  Dinner  Party,  which  was  very  suc- 
cessful. This  programme  was  put  on  by  the 
Relief  Society,  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Agnes  Hubert.  The  toastmaster  was  Brother 
Alvin  Park,  who  did  very  well.  The  pro- 
gramme for  the  evening  was  a  trio  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Geldenhuis  and  Brother  Ninow,  a 
duet  by  Sisters  Geldenhuis  and  Ninow,  a  read- 
ing by  Sister  Beatrice  Smith  and  a  showing 
of  slides  and  films  of  President  McKay's  visit. 
We  were  also  delighted  to  have  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  address  us. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sisters  Dorothy 
Smith,  Maatjie  Freimond  and  Lilian  Perrin 
and  young  Ian  MacFarlane  have  been  ill. 

Easter  Sunday  dawned  clear  and  cold,  and 
the  long  delayed  rain  held  out  until  after 
Sunday  School.  It  was  a  day  of  real  spiritual 
feasting  —  the  Sunday  School  put  on  a  very 
fine  programme,  with  the  young  and  old  par- 
ticipating. In  the  evening  Elder  Wood  and 
Brother  Bernie  Rayner  gave  fine  talks  and  the 
two  splendid  items  from  the  choir  were  en- 
joyed by  all. 
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We  have  enjoyed  the  company  of  Sister 
Rostron  and  Brother  and  Sister  Hugo  during 
the  short  time  they  have  been  in  our  midst. 
We  hope  that  they  found  their  visit  here  a 
pleasant  one  and  that  they  will  take  happy 
memories  away  with  them. 

The  Special  Interest  Group  of  the  M.I. A. 
put  on  a  few  blackout  sketches  on  the  20th. 
These  skits  were  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
Ninow  and  were  very  well  received. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Dale  and  Rulon 
Duncan  have  both  been  victims  of  the  'flu 
bug,  and  are  now  well  again.  Little  Junior 
Shelver  and  Sidney  Newton  have  also  suffered 
from  this  complaint.  We  are  happy  to  see 
Brother  Herman  Hubert  out  of  the  hospital 
and  back  in  our  midst  once  more. 

On  the  24th  April,  M.l.A.  members  were 
the  guests  of  the  Victorian  Circle  of  old-time 
dancers  at  Plumstead.  Our  young  people  put 
on  an  exhibition  of  square  dancing  for  their 
hosts  which  was  enjoyed  by  all  as  was  the 
whole  evening.  We  look  forward  to  more 
of  the  same  in  the  near  future. 

We  wish  to  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to 
Sister  Isabel  Rambling  and  Sister  Madelaine 
van  Niekerk,  who  were  baptised  at  Cumorah 
recently. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Elder   Orval   J.   Birks, 
72  Andries  Pretorius  St.,  Bloemfontein 

Reported  by  Johanna  Utermohlen 

A  Jumble  Sale  was  held  by  the  Relief 
Society,  where  a  fair  amount  of  money  was 
raised  to  be  turned  over  the  Building  Fund. 

The  highlight  this  month  was  the  primary 
evening  held  at  the  house  of  Sister  Daubney. 
The  children  gave  a  very  nice  performance 
with  even  the  smallest  taking  part.  After  the 
programme  everyone  was  invited  to  stay  to 
a  finger  supper  of  sandwiches,  cakes  and  jellies, 
which  was  prepared  by  the  primary  children. 
It  was  a  very  enjoyable  day  for  all  in  attend- 
ance. 

We  welcome  Elder  Ronald  Ragsdale  to 
Bloemfontein,  who  has  come  to  us  from 
Durban.  This  brings  the  missionary  strength 
up  to  four  again.  We  pray  that  the  Lord 
may  bless  them  in  their  future  undertakings 
in  this  branch. 

RAMAH    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Norman  G.  Muir, 

1 19  Kitchener  Ave.,  Bez.  Valley,  Johannesburg. 

Reported    by    Mary    Millan   Stark 

The     Transvaal     District     has     been     truly 


blessed  again  by  having  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  and  their  family  and  President  Wood 
in  our  midst,  and  District  Conference  was 
the  culminating  point  of  their  visit.  There 
were  two  general  sessions  and  a  meeting  of 
officers  and  teachers.  The  members  were 
thrilled  and  enlightened  by  the  excellent  pro- 
grammes. The  talks  were  very  encouraging 
and  inspiring. 

The  Ramah  Relief  Society  was  happy  to 
have  Sister  Duncan  with  them.  She  visited 
with  the  members  and  addressed  them  on  the 
varied  activities  of  this  auxiliary;  this  being 
the  first  of  her  visits  to  all  the  Relief  Societies 
in  the  Transvaal. 

Before  President  Duncan  left  the  Transvaal, 
he  presided  at  a  meeting  in  which  twelve 
members  were  ordained  or  advanced  in  the 
Priesthood.  This  impressive  meeting  is  surely 
an  augury  for  the  future  growth  and  expan- 
sion of  this  Branch. 

The  Primary  was  in  charge  of  a  Sacrament 
meeting  this  month  and  did  very  well.  They 
portrayed  in  a  very  inspiring  manner  the  spirit 
of  Primary.  Sister  Macadams  and  Sister 
Donly  and  their  helpers  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  this  fine  effort. 

The  Ramah  Building  Committee  continue  to 
organise  fund-raising  events,  and  recently  held 
a  Tickey  night  and  Beetle  Drive.  Plans  are 
well  in  hand  for  a  bumper  bazaar  on  May 
29th. 

Two  new  members  were  welcomed  into  the 
fold  when  the  babies  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Rutherford  and  Brother  and  Sister  Hutton 
were  blessed  and  given  names. 

Welcome  home  to  Fred  Ninow,  who  has 
returned  from  South  West  Africa.  We  are 
glad  to  have  him  with  us  once  more. 


The  Mission  Presidency,  missionaries  and 
Saints  of  the  South  African  Mission  would 
like  to  extend  words  of  sympathy  to  one  of 
our  missionaries.  Elder  Curtis  Tracy,  whose 
father  passed  away  recently.  Although  this  is 
certainly  a  trial  for  Elder  Tracy,  being  so  far 
from  his  home  and  loved  ones,  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  brings  much  comfort  to  him,  in 
the  knowledge  that  we  all  have  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  life  continuing  past  the  grave  and 
associations  being  carried  over  into  the  next 
existence.  May  the  spirit  of  our  Father  in 
Heaven  rest  with  him  at  this  time. 
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JUST  FOR  TODAY 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  I  will  try  to  live 
through  this  day  only,  and  not  tackle  my  whole 
life  problem  at  once.  I  can  do  something  for 
12  hours  that  would  appall  me  if  I  felt  that  1 
had  to  keep  it  up  for  a  lifetime. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  1  will  adjust  myself  to 
what  is;  and  I  will  not  keep  trying  to  adjust 
everything  else  to  my  own  desires. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  I  will  be  happy.  This 
assumes  to  be  true  what  Abraham  Lincoln 
said,  "Most  folks  are  about  as  happy  as  they 
make  up  their  minds  to  be.' 

JUS!  FOR  TODAY  I  will  try  to  strengthen 
my  mind.  I  will  learn  something  useful.  I 
will  read  something  that  requires  effort 
thought  and  concentration. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  J  will  exercise  my  soul 
in  three  ways:  I  will  do  somebody  a  good  turn 
and  not  get  found  out.  I  will  do  at  least  two 
things  I  don't  want  to  do — just  for  exercise. 
And  today,  if  my  feelings  are  hurt,  I  will  not 
show  it  to  anyone. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  J  will  look  as  well  as  I 
can,  dress  becomingly,  talk  low,  act 
courteously,  criticize  not  one  bit,  and  not  try 
to  improve  or  regulate  anybody  except  myself. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  1  will  have  a  pro- 
gramme. 1  may  not  follow  it  exactly,  but  I 
will  have  it.  1  will  save  myself  from  two  pests: 
hurry  and  indecision. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  1  will  have  a  quiet 
half-hour  all  by  myself  for  meditation  and 
relaxation.  During  this  half-hour  I  will  try 
to  get  a  better  perspective  of  my  life. 

JUST  FOR  TODAY  I  will  be  unafraid. 
Especially  I  will  not  be  afraid  to  enjoy  what 
is  beautiful,  and  to  believe  that,  as  I  give  to 
the  world,  so  the  world  will  give  to  me. 

By:  Kenneth  Holmes,  Protestant  Pastor. 
Westif  Community  Church.  Westfir. 
Oregon. 


TO  BEGM  AGAIN 

Sometimes  we  hear  someone  say  'I  wish  I 
could  begin  again:  I  wish  I  could  live  life  over 
with  what  I  know  now.'  It  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon wish,  but  time  cannot  be  turned  back,  and 
in  life  no  road  can  be  retravelled  just  as  once 
it  was.  We  can't  begin  back  where  we  were. 
But  we  can  begin  where  we  are,  and  in  an 
eternity  of  existence,  this  is  a  reassuring  fact. 
There  is  virtually  nothing  that  a  man  cannot 
turn  away  from  if  he  really  wants  to.  There 
is  virtually  nothing  that  he  cannot  improve. 
There  is  virtually  no  habit  that  he  cannot  give 
up  if  he  sincerely  sets  his  will  to  do  so  and  will 
sincerely  seek  and  accept  help — the  help  of 
others  and  of  his  Father  in  heaven.  But  our 
interest  in  being  better,  in  improving  upon  the 
past,  in  turning  to  new  ways,  in  leaving  habits 
behind,  sometimes  seems  to  be  a  wish  without 
a  will,  a  wish  with  resignation,  a  wish  that 
assumes  that  about  all  we  can  do  is  wish  that 
we  could  go  back.  But  there  is  no  one  who 
cannot  be  better  by  turning  toward  the  ways 
he  should  walk,  however  far  he  may  have 
walked  the  wrong  way.  Without  the  blessed 
principle  and  possibility  of  repentance  there 
would  be  little  incentive  left  for  any  of  us — 
for  all  of  us  need  it,  whether  we  know  it  or  not. 
And  though  we  cannot  go  back  and  begin 
where  we  were,  we  can  begin  where  we  are. 
wherever  we  are.  No  one  is  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  a  habit  that  has  hold  of  him  is  un- 
breakable or  that  a  poor  past  performance 
cannot  be  improved.  The  wish  to  begin  again, 
the  wish  to  live  life  over  with  what  we  know 
now,  is  a  wish  that  cannot  be  realised.  There 
is  no  turning  back  to  any  point  or  period  of 
the  past.  But  if  we  can't  begin  where  we  were, 
we  can  begin  where  we  are.  and  the  memory 
of  a  wrong  road  is  blessedly  dimmed  by  the 
rality  of  being  on  the  right  road. 

RICHARD  L.  EVANS. 
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